Yarning
about
morphine




Let’s share some
yarns about morphine
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Can morphine make it harder

to yarn with others, pass on
Cultural Knowledge and connect
with ancestors and totems?




Does morphine cause a person to get hooked?

Some people get hooked on morphine. But people who
need morphine for serious sickness do not. Morphine helps
keep these people comfortable, strong and connected to
family and community.

Can a person drive or work with morphine?

It is best to discuss driving or working with the doctor or nurse.

Morphine can make things seem difficult especially when

it is used for the first time or changed. Morphine can cause
sleepiness and slow reactions. Things can change as the body
gets used to morphine.

Does morphine only come in tablets?

Morphine comes in tablets, liquid, and S
injection. Morphine can be given under )
the skin and via a pump.

Other strong medicines are used for pain and short wind.
These can be given as patches, liquids, lozenges, nasal sprays
or under the skin via a pump.

Why is a pump used?

Giving medicine via a pump can be safer ( J
when a person is very sick, sleepy, can’t
swallow or has a blocked gut.

Can morphine be shared?

No, morphine must not be shared. It is dangerous
to swap or share pain medicines.

Are there different doses of morphine?

Yes, the correct dose of morphine can change with
age, weight, frailty and during the stages of serious
sickness. The care team can work with the person to
find the right dose and whole of life approach.

Does morphine cause breathing to slow or stop?

Morphine can slow breathing but when given in the
correct dose it will not stop breathing.

Does morphine or using the pump cause a
person to pass away?

No, morphine in the pump helps with all of life wellbeing.
It does not reduce the length of life because the person
was already seriously sick.
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